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Births
Noack — A son, Jackson William Michael, to
Robert and Barbara (Parks) Noack of Torrington,
Feb. 24, at Charlotte Hungerford Hospital, Tor-
rington. Grandparents are John and Barbara
Parks of Torrington, Kristin Bailey of Terryville
and Robert Noack of Thomaston.

Varanelli — Twin daughters, Alexandra Gail and
Isabella Marie, to Christian and Britta (Bothroyd)
Varanelli of Cheshire, Dec. 28, at UConn Health
Center, Farmington. Grandparents are Richard
and Marie Varanelli of Prospect. Great-grandpar-
ent is Mary Varanelli of Naugatuck.

Birth and adoption announcement forms are often
provided by local hospitals or are available at the 
Republican-American. For information, visit or call
the Yes Desk at 203-574-3636, Ext. 1400. Signa-
tures of both parents are required on birth an-
nouncement forms if the parents have different last
names.
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SOUTHBURY — A police
pursuit with speeds of more
than 100 mph ended with a
one-car-accident on Strong-
town Road and a DUI arrest
early Saturday morning.

Bradley Sullivan Hamel,
25, of 200 Sherman Hill Road,
Woodbury, was charged with
engaging police in pursuit
and operating under the in-
fluence and released on
$5,000 bond for a March 15

court date.
At 2:57 a.m., Police Officer

Kevin Burns saw a vehicle
driven erratically on Route
67 before coming to a stop at
a green light at the intersec-
tion of Route 188, police said.

Then Burns saw the vehicle
make a wide right turn onto
Route 188, known locally as
Strongtown Road, and acceler-
ate as it headed north, police
said, adding Burns saw the
speeding vehicle weaving and
crossing over the center line.

Burns attempted to stop

the vehicle, using his lights
and siren, near Airport Road
when the car sped away,
reaching speeds of more 100
mph, with Burns in pursuit,
police said.

The vehicle skidded on a
sharp curve near the Old Wa-
terbury Road intersection,
went off the left side of the
road and struck two curve
warning signs, before com-
ing to rest in a ditch, police
said.

Hamel told police he was
sorry for running and that he

did not see the police behind
him, according to the report.
Hamel told officers he was
speeding because he was in a
hurry to get home, police
said.

Police said Hamel ap-
peared intoxicated and field
sobriety tests led to his ar-
rest. 

He later refused to submit
to chemical testing, accord-
ing to the report.

Police said Hamel was not
injured in the crash and dam-
age to his car was minor.

Contact Bill Bittar at bbit-
tar@rep-am.com.

Chase ends in crash, arrestS O U T H B U R Y

Southbury man, 22, charged
with DUI after stop on Route 6

A local man was charged with DUI following a
traffic stop on Route 6 early Sunday morning.

Austin R. Carnes, 22, of 15 Carriage Drive,
Southbury, was charged with traveling at an un-
reasonable speed and operating under the influ-
ence and released on $500 bond for a March 15
court date.

At 2:05 a.m., Police Officer Kevin Burns en-
tered Interstate 84 west at Exit 16 when a car
sped by him, police said. Burns tried to close the
distance between them but could not, and estimat-
ed the driver’s speed at over 100 mph.

Burns caught up to the vehicle as it waited at a
red light at the end of the Exit 15 ramp, police
said. Then when the light turned green, police
said the vehicle sped away and was swerving all
over the road.

Burns clocked the vehicle at 60 mph in a 40
mph zone on Route 6 and stopped the car just af-
ter Old Waterbury Road, according to the report.

Police said Carnes appeared to be intoxicated,
had the odor of liquor on his breath and admitted
to drinking beer.

Field sobriety tests led to his arrest and breath
tests taken at Troop A showed blood alcohol levels
rounded out to 0.19 percent. The legal limit in
Connecticut is 0.08 percent.

S O U T H B U R Y

Danbury man arrested after
report of erratic driving on I-84 

A Danbury man was charged with DUI follow-
ing a traffic stop on Interstate 84 east Saturday
night.

David S. Blanchard, 45, of 23 Bullet Hill Road,
was charged with operating under the influence
and failure to drive in the proper lane. He was re-
leased on $1,000 bond for a March 15 court date.

At 9:20 p.m., state troopers received a com-
plaint of an erratic driver on Interstate 84 east
near Exit 14.

The woman who made the complaint was fol-
lowing the blue Subaru Forester with her hazards
on and they drove past a trooper, who saw the
Subaru swerve in and out of the right lane several
times, police said.

Police stopped the Subaru before Exit 15 and
the driver, Blanchard, denied drinking earlier in
the night, according to the report.

But Blanchard did not perform field sobriety
tests to standard, leading to his arrest, according
to police.

S O U T H B U R Y

Local man charged with DUI
after traffic stop Friday night

A local man was charged with DUI following a
traffic stop on Bullet Hill Road late Friday night.

Jason B. Allen, 27, of 192 Painter Road, South-
bury, was charged with operating under the influ-
ence and failure to drive upon the right and re-
leased on $1,000 bond for a March 15 court date.

Police Officer Kevin Burns was in the police
station parking lot at 11:45 p.m. when he saw a ve-
hicle exiting Senor Pancho’s Restaurant, across
the street, in an erratic manner, going over the
curb and driving to the left of the center line while
heading south on Peter Road, police said.

Burns followed the vehicle and saw it weaving
with its tires going over the center line, according
to the report.

Police said the vehicle stopped on Bullet Hill
Road and signaled and attempted to turn left into
a wooded area, where there was no driveway, be-
fore going straight again.

M I D D L E B U R Y

Waterbury man gets multiple
charges after stop on I-84

A stop on Interstate 84 east led to a slew of
charges for a Waterbury man early Sunday morn-
ing.

Kyshone M. Jackson, 40, of 94 Locus St., was
charged with failure to carry a driver’s license,
operating with a motor vehicle under suspension
and failure to reduce speed and move over for an
emergency vehicle. He was held on $2,500 bond
and scheduled to appear in court on Monday.
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MIDDLEBURY — A group
of residents facing high flood
insurance rates since the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency updated its
flood maps are still looking to
town officials for a solution.

Close to 40 homeowners in
town were hit hardest, most
living on Porter Avenue and
Regan Road.

First Selectman Edward B.
St. John said it is a difficult
situation for everyone, in-
cluding town officials who

feel hamstrung trying to re-
solve what is a national prob-
lem.

“It’s a nightmare,” he told a
group of 10 residents at Mon-
day night’s Board of Select-
men meeting. “This whole
thing is one big nightmare.”

Former selectman Ralph
Barra had been working with
the neighbors and helped a
number of them get property
tax breaks, when Assessor
Chris Kelsey reduced their
assessments by 10 percent
each.

On Monday night a group
of neighbors asked the board

to have new member,
Michael McCormack, contin-
ue to meet with them.

“I would love to work with
you,” McCormack said. “I
just don’t want this to be open
ended. Let’s have a plan and
work on it.”

Selectman Elaine M. R.
Strobel expressed frustration
over the constant string of
meetings.

“What do you want the
town to do?” she asked. “Do
you want us to do flood plain
maps? Do you want us to buy
your property? What do you
want us to do? We keep going

around and around.”
Porter Avenue resident

Greg Cyr said he understands
Strobel’s frustration, but he
and his neighbors don’t know
what the best solution is.

St. John told the residents
McCormack will meet with
them so he can get a better
handle on the issue and they
would go from there.

Joseph Flanagan, one of
the neighbors, said the finan-
cial burden of the flood insur-
ance affects everything, from
their son’s education and

Solution to flood hazard zone issue elusive 
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Stevie Sacco, a server at Market Place Kitchen and Bar in Woodbury, prepares a customer meal Monday night, the kick-off
to restaurant week. Market Place is offering a three-course prix fixe dinner for $45. It’s also offering a prix fix lunch. Restau-
rant Week is part of the WOW (What’s On in Woodbury) initiative. 

WHET YOUR APPETITES

At left, Roy Kalil,
the Executive
Chef at Market
Place Kitchen and
Bar in Woodbury,
prepares a color-
ful dish Monday
night, the kick-off
to restaurant
week. At right,
Kalil serves up an-
other specialty as
part of the
Restaurant Week.
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Woodbury man hit speeds in excess of 100 mph


